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Plerre Mulele takes | up the
‘torch of Patrice Lumumba

~ Mobutu, one of Lumumba's

' murderers tried to obscure
and falsn‘y the thought of his
victim by declaring him a ‘na-

“tional hero’ and presenting
himself as omre of his ‘disci-
ples’. The same Mobutu tried
to erase what Pierre Mulele did
from history by covering it with

~ a deadly silence, seasoned

- with some insults.

. For the progressive. forces of

- the world, the names of Lu-
mumba and Mulele are linked
together forever; as were their
patriotic and revolutionary
achievements.

What Pierre Mulele did has a
profound significance for the
entire African continent. He

- triggered off the first important
people’s uprising -against a

- neo-colonial régime in inde-
pendent Africa. Most of his re-
volutionary activity was carried
on among the peasant mas-
ses. And he was the firstin the
Congo to draw inspiration from
Marxism-Leninism in order to
“ lead a national democratsc re-
volution. .

The ‘Pam §oliggire Africain’

In February 1959, Mulele, Gi-
- zenga and Kama created the
Parti Solidaire Africain (African
Solidary Party). Basing himself-
upon the experience of anti-
- colonial struggles in Vietnam,
. Algeria and Kenya, Mulele fo-
resaw a long liberation strug-
gle. In -December 1959, he
-wentto Conakry. In Gumea he
- wanted to learn from the most
“advanced nationalist expe-
riences the African continent
had known until then. ‘Until
1958 Belgian colonialism had
managed to prevent all con-
tacts.  between ' ‘advanced’
- Congolese and the progressi-
ve forces of the outside world.
In Conakry Mulele met Andrée
Blouin, a left-wing pan-africa-
- nist with great talents as an or---
ganiser. During April and May
1960, she joined Mulele and
Glzenga in their electoral cam-
paign. She managed to lead
Kwilu’s women into the natio-
- nal struggle. Four years later,
women were to play an impor-
tant réle in Mulele’s maquis.
After the elections the PSA,
which was to the left_of t_he

'Mouvement Nanonal Congo-
lais-Lumumba, became the
.. second most tmportant natlo— :

nalist party. -
In June 1960, Mulele was Mi-

‘nister of Education and Culture
- in -Lumumba’s Government.

The clerical circles started to
panic. They had the monopoly
of schooling and feared natio-
nalisation. Mulele was known

- for his opposition to both impe-
- rialism and the religion that

went with it. Kamitatu, Minister
of Planning, declared in Janu-
ary 1964, in a violent attack
against Mulele : ‘Pierre Mulele

* has been well-known since his

youth for his extremism and his
atheism. When he was only

~ fifteen and still at school in Kin-

zambi he tried to convince his
fellow-students that the myste-
ry of avirginwhogavebirthtoa

.man-god could not be taken

senously and should not be
believed.’ (1)

Kamitatu believed in the mys-
tery of the virgin, and he aiso
believed in the magic of the
Founding-President. ‘That al-
lows him, twenty years later,
still to be a faithful Minister of

that same President.

lis hst forces’. .

With Lumumba on his flight
to Stanleyvilie .

In September 1960, President
Kasavubu dismissed Lumum-
ba, the Prime Minister. But the
latter won a vote of confidence
in Parliament. On 13 Septem-
ber -Parliament gave him full
powers. Soon afterwards Mo-
butu carried out his first coup.
Lumumba was in fact Mobu-
tu’s prisoner. On Lumumba’s

~orders Gizenga went to Stan-
" leyville to install the legal go-
-vernment there.

On 27 November, Lumumba
decided to flee from Léopold-

-ville. A few days earlier Mulele
- had left in order to smooth the

way for the Prime Minister's

" journey. From then on Mulele

defended the idea that a peop-
le’s uprising to support the Lu-
mumba Government had to be
prepared for. With this in mind
he organised, along with Ga-
briel Yumbu, a big meeting in
Kikwit on November 26th. A
few days later Mulele and Lu-
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. mumba met and !eft for Stan-
leyville. Lumumba stopped in -

many villages, making spee-

- ches and mobilising the peop-

le. At one point, when Lumum-
ba and Mulele had just crossed
the Sankuru River, Lumumba
wanted to go back to the South

- bank of the river, where his wi-

fe and child were. Lumumba’s
soldiers had already reached

- the South bank but Lumumba
wanted to join his wife all the -
same. His companions beg- -

ged him to continue on .his
way : ‘to go back is to go to-
wards death’. Lumumba was
arrested by the Mobutist sol-
diers. The consequences are
only too well-known. -

Mulele arrived safely-in Stan-
- leyville where Gizenga led the

Lumumbist Government from
then on. Mulele was later to
say to Nkrumabh, the President
of Ghana, that, in his opinion
Gizenga was ‘unable to resist
the attacks of the neo- coloma—

Mulele in Chma

On 17 January 1961 Lumum-
ba was killed in the presence of
Tshombé and Munongo.
Throughout the world huge de-

monstrations were held to ex-

press the outrage felt against
neo-colonialism in the Congo.

. About twenty countries recog-

nised the Gizenga Govemn-
ment. -

Gizenga did not- understand
that Mobutu, Kasa-Vubu and
Adoula a!ready represented a
new social class, completely
tied to Belgian and American
interests, and that a people’s
revolution would be necessary
to get rid of these people and
their imperialist masters.

On August 2nd 1961, Glzenga .

and Gbenye entered a ‘natio-
nal unity’ Government, agreed

" upon during a meeting in Lo-
vanium. Gizenga was to be the

first of a long series of nationa-
list leaders to follow the route
of ‘national reconciliation’.
This ‘reconciliation’ has " al-
ways been used either to cor-
rupt or buy the nationalist

leaders outright or else to dis-*

arm them and send them to

_prison or to death.
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The period of ‘national recon-
cliation” was used by Belgian
and American neo-colonial for-
ces o geta firm grip of the offi-
cer corpsof the Ay and o gi-
ve it, once and for all, an ant-
nafional, -ani popular directi
on. .
During the same period, high
government officials formed a
bureaucratic - bourgeoisie
~whose standard of living was
similar to that of the big setlers
before independence,
Mulele did not wantto be com-
promised in the parliamentary
operafion set up by Gizenga
and Gbenye. He had already

“Understood that, on that basis, -

the complete victory of neo-
_colonial forces was inevitable.
In 1961 Mulele wasin Cairo. In
- March 1962 he left for China
where he stayed for more than

a year. The experience of the

Chinese revolution greatly in-
terested Mulele. He was to put
what he leamt into practice in
the maquis that he set up in
Kwilu, beginning in July 1963.
Untilthen pofitical partiesinthe
Congo were all election machi-
nes, meant only for gaining po-
sitions inthe State. Mulele un-
derstood that, in orderto break
neo-colonial rule, a people’s
revolution had to be organised
with the crucial support of the
peasants. In China he realised
the importance of forming libe-
rated areas where democratic
power could be exercised, Mu-
lele prepared for querilla war-
fare, avoiding full-scale battles
and refusing fo attack the main
oiies.

" Military terror in Kwilu -

Mulele retumed secretly to
Kwilu. The situation was ap-
paling. The purchasing power
ofthe people was at least50 %
lower - than-. in -1960. - The
peasants. were able 1o sel
practically- nothing. But they
stillhad o pay taxes. The army
andthepollcewentmtothewl
lages, taking goals, pigs and

chickens, imposing arbitrary fi-

nes and 1a|||ng people on ide
pretexts. :

" From September 1963 on, the
army launched major opera-
tions in search of Mulgle.
Whole villages were laid was-
te. This is how Abbé Tarra,
who fived in-the areas under

guerla onrl il Fetrary

1966, described it: ‘This is

* how the military proceed. They

arrive in a village very early in
the morning. They immediate-
ly summon the vilage chief,
who has o convene the whole
vilage, clan after clan. The he-
ad of each clan has to control
every family in his clan. If a
child, boy or gir, is missing the
head of the clan has to pay for
the-absence of this member.

‘He is tortured, and so are the

parentsof the child, Someti-
mes they beat all the clan

- chifs - because everywhere.

some people are missing. He-
avy fines are inficted and they

. evenmanage o take away the

chiefs"-clthing- and even es-
sential everyday: belongings.

 There are somefimes hornfy-

ing scenes. They put all the pe-

" ople of the village, the men on

one side, the women on the

other. All the men have to lie
flat on their faces. The military:

and the policemen walk on
theirbacks. .They beat them
with sticks as if- they were

-dogs. There is blood everyw-

here. They catch goats.and
chickens, sometimes a whole
truckload for the soldiers. (3)

* Itwas only after four months of

this terror that the Mulefists be-
gan the armed struggle: Abbé
Tarra witnessed these events

-in January 1964 : ‘One eve-

ning, |- went and had a drink

- with the chief of sector. Some

soldiers told the story of how

. some policemen were killed by
2 Mulelist-group. They said:

policemen have been killed but
we, have to kil 500 civilians.
One policeman s worth 500 i
vilians, If a soldier was killed

we would massacre the whole

vilage. You will see, as soon

“asweare incommand, youwil
seg what we can do.

" The grgation ofa Mulelist

How dld Pierre Mulele start hié »

action ? Firsthetried towinthe

.confidence of the- vilage

chiefs. He promised to put an
end to the military terror andto
bring well-being tothe villages.
Withtheirauthorisation he buit

" camps in the middle of the fo-

rest, where he gathered
schoolboys - and girs. The

_highschool youth, children of

peasants, withsome educa-
tion, formed the backbone of

the Mulglist movement in K-
lu. They stayed afew days ora
few weeks in the camps and
then went back to the village
where their work was propa-
ganda, organisation and nteli
gence. In this way they recei-
ved a political and miltary trai
ning during several months.

Abbé Tarra had this fo say:

~‘Robert, .2 youth from the

Saint-lgnace High School, old
methathe was aware of every-
thing that was going on. One
day he had the good luck to vi-
sit one of Mulele's youth cen-
tres. Everythingthat happened
in the village was reported in

great detail to the teams close”

fothe village. There wasthusa
serious control over what was
said and people who dared to
speakill ofthe movement were
in a bad way: When we went
into the bush, some well-ca-
mouflaged Mulele people were
there. They would watch the
people who passed by and lis-
tentowhatthey said. - ~

He wanted me to_spend the
night-with them instead of in

“the village. | agreed. We visi
ted the camps together, There

we saw - parents of " these

“youths who were really ama-

zed o See such a movement
and putgreathopeinit. (3)
The soldiers carried out scou-
fing- operations in 'the bush,
and the camps had constantly
to be moved. On 19 December
1983, Mobutu arrived in Kikwit
together with two Belgian col-
onels, Marliére and Nodl. The
cruelly of the soldiers had
brought the whole population
down on the side of the Mule-
fists. But these'constant opera-
fions had probably upset Mule-
le's plans. He had foreseen a
longer period for- training a
large number of poltical and
milltary cadres.

On New Year's-Night, 1963-
1984, a first operation using
Molotov cocklalls was carried
out ~against -the - technical
school inKiyaka. The activities
o the guerilas were growing.
On the night of 21 to 22 Janu-
ary several bridges, roads and
ferries were destroyed. And
thus was created the first ibe-

raled"area’in the Congo :'it

contained some 500,000 mha
bnants :

j



The KwiluRebels

The Mobulst teror became
even more ferocious, Echoes

of it reached the Belgian-

press A truck arrived from

Mungindu... -stained - with-
biood. The' driver-recounted  «

that he had had to Iransport 87

corpses to be buried; all of -

them-were prisoners. Among

them, some ‘Ba-jeunesses”.
Al the others had been picked -

up at random: village-not

ables, tallymen, cuters from

he oil-works...

During their expeditions, the

soldiers and policemen kit in-

discriminately, as if to amuse

themselves.” (La Reléve, 1
Feb.64,p10) . o

Second inde endence -

From the very beginning, Mu-
lele centred his propaganda -
around one theme : ‘Indepen-- -
dence has been sold outtothe
imperialst forces by the mur-" -

derers of Lumumba. A second

independence hastobefought

for.' The targets were clearly
defined : imperialism and the
bureaucratic bourgeoisie. In a
course on poitics, Mulele ex-
plained : ‘
‘People can be divided into
three categories :

1, Foreigners or imperialists |

they steal allthe wealth of the
oountry,

2. The people of the bad go-
vemment who - “help  the
foreigners ortheimperialists to
steal the wealth of the country;
they - are the reactionaries.
They sunvive thanks to the
foreigners,  without ~ caring
about their brothers dying of
starvation.

3. Therest of the people allive
in utter destitution; the poor,
the peasants, the workers,
They are fike dogs'caiching
game but eaing only the
bones. (Rébelion au Congol-
8. Verhaegen p 167).
Arrested by Mobutu security
officers, Abbé Tarra declared,
on March 23, during his inter-
rogation : ‘The revolufion of
Muleli has the following orien-
tation; -since the " indepen-
dence of the Congo, itis clear
that the economy- is in the
hands of foreigners, just as it
was in the past. What Mulele
wants s forthis economy to be
quided by the Congolese pe-
" ople themselves instead of by

foreigners s in the past, On
the other hand, Mulele decla-
res that the revolution is going -

to fast a long fime and that
evenif he died, it would conti-
nug il its end resut. His deci-
sion is: firm. - Everybody can

abandon t, the revolution wil-

st goon, he says.’

Alieratedbase

The partisans educated by

Mulele did not have simply mi-

Iitary tasks; they also had an
equally important organising
rletoplay. The document'Or- -
der of mission of the partisans” -~
is permeated with the idea of -
revolutionary soldiers being at"*

the service of the people : The

. entire force of the partisans is
in the hands of the villagers’
‘The partisans must help the

¥i||agers gverywhere they suf-
G :
Mulele always paid much at-

tention toorganising ~ the -

peasants just as they were, la- -
 king their superstitions into ac--

count, This explains the impar-.~
fance acquired by the immuni-
sation-fte among the  parti-

sans. A magic nitual was to

" make the fighters invulnerable

to enemy bullets. This belief
had been common to many
peasant insurrections against
colonialism in Africa and Asia.
Itis away of believing n the in-
vincible force of the people
fighting against an- enemy
which seems to be far superi-
or. It is only. by assimiating
Marxism that the peasantmas-
565 can acquire a scientific ba-
sl to sustain this invincibifty of
the national and social iberati
onwar.

The workers too, played anim-
portant rdle i the Mulele revo-
lution. This was especially the
case for the cutlers of the Lev-
er plantations. In the Congo,
Hullever -employed ~ about
40.000 black warkers.

Mulele and the intellectuals

The peasant insurrection -
olently attacked: the admini-

* stration officials and the black

bourgeois - who - collaborated
with the neo-colonialist regime
of Léopoldville and apenly op-
posed the popular movement.
During the insurrection of Ja-
nuary 1964, Mulelst forces

executed between 300 and
400 people. - .

The influence.of the Chinese
revolution s sensed inthe way
Mulele spared himselfno effor

to win over the intellectuals

who had a relafively privileged
situation and were therefore
often disfiked by the peasants.
‘Most of the’ primary-school

teachers were amested by the - -

reDels because they were sus:
pected‘of sympathy with the
Kikwit regime. .About 800 of
them were brought to Mulem-
be, Mulele's headquarters. For

a fortnight they had to follow -~
polical education lessons, gi-

ven by Mulele himself or tis
aides. After the period of in-

struction, they had o take part-

in one action or another and af-

lerwards, they were assigned
o a function in one or ather of

the vilages : team-leader, poli

Congop 103)

~Thiswasconfmedbyadecla
* ration made before the director

of Kikwit security, by Léon Ma-

"tical commissioner, secretary -
to an instructor.’ (Rébellion au

kassa, employed at A. Coore- -

mans and Company.

‘Like everywhere else, Mister
Mulele made an appeal fo al
the intellectuals 1o present
themselves atH.Q, Like every-
body else, | answered the cal
and left my family, thinking |
was s00n {o go hack home. At
H.Q., Mister Mulele forced me

{0 stay and affected me to the

senice s a bureaucral, In
September 1964, | -was
appointed office chief at EMG,
where | was in charge of ac-
colints and correspondance.
(official report 21 November
1965). The same united front
policy was carried out towards
black priests. Mulele was in fa-
vour of atheism, but he never-
theless worked foralmost 2ye-
ars with Abbé Tarra. When the
priestproposed tocreate a ‘se-
cratariat for religious ‘affairs
Mulele refused, but he propo-
sed that the priest should put
his energy fnio creating a
‘oouncil for theimprovement of
morals’.

‘Mulele and the Eastern front

In Oclober 1983, repression
came down on the Lumumbist
leaders in Leopoldvile, caus-

ing them to flee to Brazzaville.

o



The National Liberation Coun-

¢il was created: it was based

onthe union betwsen the PSA -

of Mulele and the MNC-L of
Gbenye. Soumialot was sent

tothe Eastofthe countrytoor-

ganise insurrection there. Sou-
mialot was an exiraordinary
speaker and a very brave man;
but he hiad noMarsist revolutio-

nary education; he was to im- )

provise. (
In his strategy and his tactics,

Mulele was clearly inspired by /

Mao Zedong, which cannot be
said for Soumialot. Mulele
based his acfions upon the or-

ganisation of the peasants

themselves. In each village he
created a feam constituted by

allthe most active nationalists. ..
Twice a-week, Mulelists orga- .«
nised meefings for all the inha-.

bitants, men, women and chil-

dren, meefings, which often .

[asted a whole day. Often they
followed  the - question-and-

answer method, usedby-the, . -

missionaries o' make' their
message get through..

Inthe East, Soumialot leant on N

the revolutionary soldiers, the
Simba, but he failed to organ-
ise the peasants effectively.
Mulele refused to atack the ci
fies and avoiced great clashes

with the regular army; he wan-

ted firstof allto consolidate his

poliical- and _ organisational-

work among the masses. -

In the East, the nationalists
fook over the big cities like
Stanleyville. But these cities
Quickly became the target of
Belgian troops and mercena-
ries. Two thousand Simba
were sent against Bukavu by
Olenga: planes piloted  by.
ClA-agents. massacred. these

revolutionaries by the hun- -

dred.
Mulele attached a lot of impor-
tance 10-including women in

the national iberation war. In

the teams, 20 % of the menm-
bers were women. The semi-
nary in Laba was transformed
for a while info. a- training
school for girls. Some women
took part in armed. struggle,
especially in- Idiofa’ and Di-
baya. - ‘

In the East, the revolution”

brought no noteworthy change

in the traditional 16le of wo-

men. .. .
[n the East, the revolution was
crushed by the superior force
of Belgian paratroopers and
mercenaries. The mistakes of

the revolution itself deprived it

of the help of part of the peop-
le. In Kwilu, the rebels were de-
feated by the weapon of hun-

ger. Eye-witnesses declared
thatthe Mobutist soldiers setfi-
re fo the harvest and killed the
live-stock. The peasants were
forced to come out of the fo-
rest, Sometimes, the.soldiers -

. took the risk of going into the

forest o comb it out, firing at

+ random. But the last rebels we-

re only liquidated in 1970. n
September 1988, realisingthat
the uprising-had been defe-
ated, Pierre: Mulele managed
to leave Kwilu and arrived sa-
fely in Brazzaville. Certain wit-
nesses affim that he wanted
toform aManxist:Leninist party
and at the same time use legal
means to reconstitute the re-
volutionary forces. The reas-
ons why. he finally accepted
the amnesty offer- of Mobutu
are not yet clear. Mobutu who
had not hesitated to kili Lu-
mumba, was not to watt too
long before having Mulele - al-
ready alegend in his own lfeti-
me - killed as well. ‘
Lumumba and Mulele, united -
in martyrdom, wil ahways sym- .
bolise the struggle forindepen-

denog, democracy and peop- -

le'spowerin e Congo. .




rushed by Belgian
olonels and White

ercenarles.

In August 1984, the- Lumum-
bists controlled . about - two
thirds of the Congo. Some
months previously Mobutu's

amy was striking terror into-

the hearts of the. peasants :

throughout the country there

was talk of nothing but looting,
rape and murder carried outby
Mobutu's soldiers. It was only

after several months that the -
terrifid population dared re-" -

act.On1 January 1964 arevolt

led by Pierre Mulele broke out ~ -
in Kwilu province. By Aprl 15 -
=~ from the front in camps from

~which it refuses o budge. The
" Congolese -authorities fike-*
" Tshombe and Mobutu are in

the revolt had spread to the
East of the country where the
first villages were liberated by
revolutionary fighters “led by
Marandura and- Bidalira. On
May 15 the revolutionaries
ook the town of Uvira.

Mobutu's soldiers were seized

with panic. They feared the

peasants’ revenge and began
o desert with the approach of

Mulele's troops. On 2 July the ~ **
revolutionairies took the town -
of Kindu, They met with practi-

cally noresistance. On August
5 Stanleyville was iberated.

Colonel Vandewalle

The same day the Congolese
Prime Minister, Tshombé sent
8 letter o the Belgian Foreign
Secrelary He asked .him to
send him-the Belgian colonel
Vandewalle to be his ‘personal
adviser'. Before  Indepen-
dence Vandewalle had been
Tes ponsable for State Security
I the colony. During -the
Secess fon of Katanga he was
tansul-general in Léopoldville
(Kinshasz). Two days ater he
Was in Kamina and on 15 Au:
Qust he proposed a-military
Operations plan to the Belgian
Goverment, On August 18

the Foreign Secretary, Pauk"

ENi Spaak, a socialist, ap-
Proved the plan. The Belgian
Operation could begin, Every-
ting took place i the greatest
O secrecy,

~ General Bobozo's decora: -

tions

- What did Colone! Vandewalle
~think of the ‘invincible’ National
* Congolese Army {ANC) ? This
is what hetelegraphed toBrus-
" sels: "No ANG unit is sure.
““When there is no resistance
+-and the troops advance they
 loot... We must consider that, -
- -exceptforafew units, the ANC - -
- as it now stands s ither in a
-« state of mutiny, orgone overto . .-
the rebels, or stuck far away - -

agreement thatit has to be re-

" placed. (1)

Vandewalle demanded fulpo-

““wers 1o direct miltary opera-
‘fions against the Lumumbists.
Mobutu and Tshombé agreed. ¢

The Belgian. colonels could

- then once again take upthe old
hahits they had acquired inthe -~
* Gongo before 30 June 1960.

Four Belgian colonels drew up

 the plans for the operations.

Among them was Colonel Mar-

-~ figre who had been ‘personal

adviser' to Mobutu from 1960
t0 1964. Vandewalle writes :
‘They were in perfect agreem-
enton aplan involving the use
of columns composed of spe-
cial volunteers - a euphemism
for mercenaries - against the
rebelion, These columns
would include light armoured
vehicules followed by Congo-
lese underthe command of the
ANC, and would receive air
support and protection from
supply teams. They also
agreed that no result was pos-
sile if the African generals
from HQ were not first neutrali-
sed." (1)

Vandewalle wanted to gel rid
of General Bobozo at any pri
ce.-He told him that Belgium
would be honoured by his pre-
sence. He promised fim ho-
nours and decorations. Spaak

agreed to play along with this
farce and welcomed the val-
 “iant general with open arms,

Vandewalle writes in his me-
moirs : ‘The: Ministry of De-

~fence was in charge” of
“gntertaining him.- Jeanne, his

official young wife of the mo--

~ment, was delighted with this
stroke of luck, and we hada
- monih's peace.’ (

" The new colonial order.

Mobutu had found the ideal
way of restoring order : he re- -

established the old colonialor-
-er. On 28 August 1964 a Bel- - -

gian colonel received a docu-
ment signed by Mobutu gran-

fing him full powers. The docu o
~mentread:

‘Considering the state of dis-

“lurbance which prevails in the

East of the Republic, conside- - -
ring the emergency,
1. Azone of military operations

“is set up to restore and main- . *

tain order in the territories af- -
fected by the rebellion
2. Colonel Vandewalle, Perso- -
nal Military Adviser, atiaché to- -
the Cabinet of His Excellency

the Prime Minister, i entrus-
“ted with the co-ordination of-

land and alr operations. He will
exercise his powers in the na-
me of the Commander-in-
Chief.’ (1)

From August 1964 on,in Kami-
na, Vandewalle formed and
trained the Fifth Motorised Bri-
gade, consisting of 5.000 men.
All the members of the brig-
ade's general command were
Belgian officers who had lived
in the Congo during the period
of colonial rule. In all, the Bel-
gian Army defached 65 offi
cers and technicians for the
fraining and leadership of the
brigade. The Belgian-officers
commanded 330 mercenaries.
The vast majoriy of the 4.300
black soldiers were Katanga
gendarmes hack from Angola
and led by the Belgian merce-
nary Jean Schramme,



Mtghbutu’g ‘mg[c'e'narigs and

ng operation’

Mercenaries played an essen-

taliein the miltary operation -

whose code name was ‘Om-
megang. ‘Without the merce-
naries of all nationalities and
all ranks, writes Colonel Van-
dewalle, ‘there would have
been no Ommegang.’ ‘How
the question of the mercena-
ries was related 1o the Omme-
gang operation must be exa-
mined in the light of what was
happening in August and Sep-
tember 1964, At that time the

Congo had to be saved from "~
falling, immediately andtotally,

into the hands of the rebelli

on...Infact twasthe only pos- ..

sible cure, and Washington
and Brussels admited as
much, if with the greatest of
discretion. (1)

For ahigh-anking Belgian off-
cer, commanding - mercena-
ries, the majorty of whom were
notorious fascistes, apparently
presented no problem. Major
Siegfried Miller, for instance,
went everywhere in the Congo
with Nazi Army decorations on
his chest. In a book about his

achigvements in the Congohe .

was towrite : "My Iron Cross is
still here... but my Fihveris no
longer there to see this won-
derful sight. (2)

The leader of the mercenaries,
the South African Mike Hoare,

and enfrusted with his mission
by Tshombé, Mobutu, Nenda-
ka and Munongo, who formed
the National Security Commit-
tee. (1) On 29 October 1965

Mobutu was to raise the mer-
cenaries in an interviewin.la .

Libre Belgique' (conservative
catholic day) : ‘They are good

.. whoeverheis. (3) ..
had been offcially received e

men who really help the inang
population. 1t upsets me to see
them treated like mercenarigs

o be driven out. We won' dr-

ve them out. | know that they
come here to-earm money but
many of them actout of deals.
We shall see later on what the
ideals were that inspired Mike
Hoare. Inany case, Vandewal-

Je; the Belgian colonel, share

the views of Mobutu, He
writes ; ‘Mike Hoare rendered
great services to the Congole-

se:National Army.’ (1) On 14,

December 1965, Mike Hoare
retuned to South- Africa. The

- Associated Press correspon-
dant was o declare : ‘When

ong speaks to him about Com-
munists, his ‘eyes flash iike

lightning. Kiling Communists, -

he declares, is lie killing ver-

+ min. Killng African nationalists

is like Kiling animals, | fike

nether one northe other, land -~ -
my men killed between five-

and ten thousand Congolese
rebels in the year and a half |
spentin the Congo.' Butthat's

not enough,' he added laconi-

. cally, ‘there are fourteen mill-

+ onCongolese, you know, and |
suppose about half of them -

were rebels at one time or
another when | was there.’ He

.~ admitied personally ordering
. prisoners to be tortured and -
.enjoining his soldiers ;- Kl

every enemy taken in battle

1.

In enemy country

* The Vandewalle brigade was

divided into six columns which
each had to reconquer certain
strategic towns. The main co-
lumn was called Lima | and
was commanded by the Bel-
gian colonel Liégeos, It inclu-
ded 120 South African merce-
naries and, after leaving Kon-
golo on 1 November it ook

*Kindu on November 5, On No-

vember 18 it continued on its
way and attacked Stanleyville
on 24 November, a few hours
after the 320 Belgian para-
troopers landed there,

In Augusl, the Americans had
already delivered four C-130

transport planes and threg B-

26 and 77-28 planes that took
partin the fighting. The peas-

ants, armed with arrows and . ..
spears or at best with automa- -+~
ticrifles, were completely con- . . .
- fused and terrfied by the airat-

tacks.

The FabriquefNaﬁonale of ; ‘\
 Herstal (largestarms factoryin™ ™,

Belgium) delivered 28 tons of

rockets and 55 tons of arms for

the Ommegang operation. The .

.- enormous fire-power of the bri-
. gade overwhelmed the peas-
- ant troops, who were comple-
. -ely unprepared for a ‘regutar

warwith largetroop concentra-

tions. They were shattered

right down the line. Mler, the
§S, remarked : ‘The main co-.

- Jumn laid waste the vilages -
.that had been abandoned by -

their populations on its way,

The men acted lie Soldiers in

enemy country, (2)

- Thatis how Mobutu defeated -

the Lumurmbists, thatishowhe
came 1o power, Put there by
Belgian colonels and merce-

- naries from all over the world,



The Last War of Spaak the
Socialist

Leo Colrd, pres|dent ofthe

-Belgian Socialit Party decla-
red on March 16th 1960: “At
notime didwe “push” the Con-
golese to ask for independen-

ce. Inother words, wehavenot

created, or organized or

developed or raised up, cam-

paigns, movements or organi-
zations of any sortin the Con-
o that would have, openly or
covertly, pushed the Congo-
lese peaple to ask for its inde-
pendence.” ‘The highest inte-

rest of both Belgium and the -

Congo was 1o achieve inde

pendence as soon as possible .

and as well as possible, an in-

dependence, in other wordsto .

be achieved with us so as not

tobe achieved without us and

against us." (Anniales parle-
mentaires 1960 . 52 3 p.
).

Spaak boosts “‘national re-

conciliation” in the Congo. .

From 1961 o 1965 the Socia-

list Party was part of-the go--

vernment. During this period, it
was fo show how independen-
ce could be achieved “wil
us"l

popular  uprising spread

throughout the whole country -

andthreatened the Adoula Go-
vernment,

The Belgian Foreign’ Afais

Minister, Spaak, a socialist, di-

vised a policy adapted o the ~

circumstances: first of all, divi-
de the revolutionaries through
Proposals of “national reconci-
lition" at the same time, pre-
pare the military means to res-
tore order. On June 12th 1964:
-hewrote to Adoula, “Allthe in-
formation | receive agrees on
onepom itwill bevery dificult
10 reduce the present uprising
solely oy mitary action. | bele-
Ve that itis bad politics to think
only of coercive means, if itis
Possible, without jeopardising
anything essential, 1o obtain a
polmcalsolullonthroughnego
Ciafions.” “Everything ~ that
Would helpto maintain order
Would be easier if one had the
impression-that a reconciliati-
Onwas underway” (Congo 64,
p.158) B

At the beginning of 964, 1he N

“At theend of June, Tshombe
the man of the Union Miniére,

then in exile, met Spaak; the

" latter also spoke to Bomboko.

Spaak gave his impressions to
newsman C. L. Binnemans:
“How are things viewed in go-
vernmental circles? They say
that areconciliation, the widest

' possible, would open interes-

- ting - perspectives...  Some
leaders, involved -in the pre-

.. 8ent troubles, are, seemingly,
recuperable. Let them join the

reconcifiation, give them posi-

. tions and a blow wil be struck
~ atthe CN.L. This "Council of
National Liberation”, . which -
was already not representatlve :

ofthe whole Congolese people

“would, then, not be *national”
-t all but would appear asim-
posed from outside..(Le Soir

28-29june 64) ,
The result was that Tshombé,

the murderer of Lumumba
. formed his Government of
. _national unty, he was to have
.. the pleasure of seeing himself
“supported by - “Lumumbists™
... ness. (Vandewalle p.306).
.. On the moming of November
;24th, 320 Belgian para- .
. froapers jumped on Stanleyvil-
" le. This was a rare opportunity
- for social-democracy to show

fike Lubaga and Longi from the

" CN.L andby Kiwewafrom the

MNCL.
But these few traitors did not

. Suceeed in containing the mo-
.~ vement of workers and peas-
" . ants. On Augustéth Stanleyvil

le fellinto the hands of the Lu-
mumbist revolutioniries.

- “The Belgian, neither cruel

nor racist.”

Only one day later, Averel
Harriman, United States spe-
cial envoy landed.in Brussels
in a hurry. He met Spaak for
several hours.. The latter
speaks in the following words
aboutthis meefing: “The Ame-
ricans really asked me whet-
her Belgium was ready for a

miltary operation. And when.

Mr. Kariman came, this is
what we discussed... We as-
signed -ourselves a certain
number of duties in order to

help the Congolese Govern-

ment during a given period of
time. This help could always
be called (please do not say
here that | am cynical, but | ha-
ve nevertheless to say it tech-

nical help, rather than milfary .

intervention... They did it they

executed everylhlng we had :

decided together, inthat room,

but they did it in a spectacular
““manner. As for us, we actedin -

amuch more discrete way.” (4

September 1964; Vandewale
‘Ommegang, p. 145) -

On August 18th 1964, Spaak"
met Vandewalle and approved
his plan for the military liquida- -

-tion of the Mulelist movement:
. the plan included sending Bel

gian officersand “recruiting
mercenaries. * Spaak- or
ganised the dispatching of all
the military equipment that -
Vandewalle needed for the
Ommegang operation.

While the 5000 soldiers of the

. Vandewalle Brigade were fight

ing in the field Spaak was pre-

" paringthe intervention of para-
~ . troops. -On November 8th

1964, Spaak met Harriman in-

" New York. The day after, Mon-
. day, theidea of a common Bel-
" gian-American action was ex-
*planed to Secretary of State

Dean Rusk. Spaak pleaded his
cause with his usual astute- -

its talents: Spaak, who in-his

‘ younger years had acquired a
. reputation as alefist, mounted

the UNO tribune n the midst of

" anicysience.

“I donotcome hereinthe posi- -
tion of the accused who is go-
ing to plead guilty with extenu-

ating circumstances, and ask

for the leniency of the cour. |

come here with the strength -
that derives from being in the

right and havinga dear con-

science. Belgium s neither

colonialist, nor imperialist. The

Belgian is neither racist nor

crugl, The Minister of Foreign

Affairs of Belgium is proud o

bear witness tothis ina solemn

and formal way. - (Security

Council, 9 December 1964,

Congo 64, p.503-505).

On the day of the aggression,

Spaak was less well inspired.

At9am. he declaredtohis fel-

low-countrymen: *The opera-

on that we launched i not

miltary one. Its only goal is to

save the ives of athousand fo-



reigners, men, - women and
children... This is not a miftary
operation against the rebels.
(Congo 64, p.40)

One can understand that Van-
dewalle smiled when he read
these statements. It was who
had been leading a full-scale
military operafion for 3 mondhs
on the direct orders of the glb-
tonqued Spaak. Vandewalle
had well understood the in-
. Structions he-had received in
November: “The liquidation of
- the revolutionary government
i5 needed as soon as possible
(Ommegang,p322) ~

On November 24th 1984 the
two essential ingredients of
" any intelligent and efficient im-
periatist palicy were put toget-
her: on the one hand, the ex-
treme right does the dirty jobin
-the figld. On the other hand, a
reformist “left” wraps the mer-
chandise in nice humanitarian
" speeches and, if possible, in
progressive ones.

Mobutut: a black geﬁgral
Janssens

On Independance Day, Gene-
ral Janssens wrote “on the
blackboard, for his black sol-

diers: “After Independence = - -

Before Independence”, Then
came the revolt and Janssens
had to fleg; five years later, he

came back under the skinofa
black man called Mobutu. In.

“la Libre Belgique” of January
12th 1965, the latter presented
as his own project everylhing
that General Janssens ever
dreamed of; “In Kitona, said

General Mobutu, the formation -
of the first new battalion was -

diffcult. The Belgian officers
and N.C.0. still regard them-

40

selves as techricians whose
mission lmits itseff to advising
the Congolese cadres. | wen!
there in order to explain what|
wanted: a real integration:
Whites and Blacks, all are off
cers and actually exert their
authority. Now the soldiers
from Kitona have no comple-
xes: they consider it perfectly
normal to be commanded by

* white orblack officers, Here, at

General Headquarters, the
Belgian officers exercise real
responsabifties, as if they we-
rein the Belgian army” (Congo
65, p.246). -

Leo Collard -and Paul-Henri

Spaak could thus proudly de-

. Clare that the independence of
- the Congo was finally achie-

ved'withus’.

" It was the Belgian amy, sup- -

ported by batialions of merce-

naries that crushed the up-

rising on behalf of the National
Congolese Amy (AN.C.). So
the chief of the AN.C., helped
by quite a few Belgian col-
onels, became the strongman,

- He was to seize power. For

Belgian social democracy, this

" was to be a great day. Spask "
~expresses it as follows: “On
November 25th 1965, Lieute-

nant-général - Joseph-Desiré
Mobutu became Head of Sta-
te. In Brussels we were surpri-
sed but satisfied by this event,
General Mobutu had shown

himsetf to be in every circum-

stance, moderate, reasonable

and friendly fowards the Belgi-

ans. We had every reason to
believe that, under his rule,

* cooperation between his coun-
try and ours would develop fa-

vorably” (Combals inachevés
Hip.297).

This was love at firstsight and,
1o the shame of social-demo-
cracy, it can be said to have
been the beginning of a love
that was to last. Seven years
later, in" 1972, nobody could
fool himself about the react-
onary and neo-colonialist na-
ture of Mobutism, Neverthe-

~less, a bunch of socialist le-
aders - Leburton, Van Den-
. Eynde, Cudell, Van Hooriick -

altended the first congress of
the Mobutist party from May
21stto May 23rd 1972,

They brought the following

~ message with them; The dele-
" gation of the Belgian Socialist

Party,led byits twopresidents,
expresses its grafitude o the

- MP.R. andtoils president Ge-
neral Mobutu Sese- Seko for

beinginvited to and associated
with its anniversary celebra-

“tion and its Congress... The'

existing cooperation between
both countries must be further
developed in the years to
come, in the interests of both

" partners... Today, the MP.R.

andts president can be proud
of having taken up the chal-

" lenge they set themselves five
- years ago. They were able to

impulse this new direction of
national action in the enfire
country and to use it as the in-
strument of a remarquabe fe-
apforward. The Belgian Socia-
list Party sends ts best wishes -
for the succes of these efforts,

Rightfullysetin the framework -+~

of that return to Genuineness
that will certainly be a fruitiul
source of inspiration, stimula-

. tion and action for the M.P.R.

andthus for Zaire. (Direction

. du Bureau Politique-premier

congrés, p.61-62).

This is how social-democracy
can flatier tyrants when they
are at the pinnacle of their po-
wer.



With Spears, Arrows and
Machetes

“The Congo has known chaos
from 1960 to 1965. | came to.

restore peace,” This is the
summary of Mobutu's version
of the history of Zaire: The no-
fion that Independence Day
would mean the beginning of

chaos was due to the Belgian

setlers. Indeed they immed-
iately setthemselves toworkin
order to stop this chaos called
Independence. They created
the state of Katangawhere col-
onial  nule
completely. They kiled Lu-
mumba, Mpolo, Okito, Mouyi
and other “troublemakers”. It
ook themthree yearsto create
a black bureaucratic bourge-
oisie. The latter was highly
paid for being a wind-screen
behind which American and
 Belgian interests could shelter.
The Congolese people quickly
understood the meaning of the
word - “neocolonialism” by
comparing its situation, of
_ deepening poverty with the
blatant tuxury of these Belgian
blacks called Tshombg, Adou-
2, Mobutu. Then this people
revolted in order to obtain “the
second independence”.
The Belgians and the Mobutus

could cry that the people were -

savage, cruel and uneduca-
ted. However they could hardly
deny that they were facing a
warwaged againstthemby the
enfire population.

A People’s war,

Mobutu's army was fleeing, re-

treating from several major ci--

fies without fighting. The sol-
diers felt submerged by the
tide of Lumumbist nationalism.
Enire garrisons were joining
the peaple, e.g. in Kasongo
and Paulis, after having shot
down their commander,
On the 16th of july 1964,
Tshombg, the president of Ma-
nigma Province declared in
Kindu: “We are only facing
gangsters; 0% of the popula-
fion s with me”. He decreed a
general mobilisation which
Yielded about a hundred sol-
diers with whom he moved
against the enemy. On the
Way, the warriors disappeared
one affer another... The city of
Kindu was (iberated by thirty

dominated -

““Mulelists” but hundreds of

members of the local nationa-
fist youth joined them. All the

- characteristics of the peasant

masses could be found in the
war waged by the Mulelists.

" They launched massive at
. tacks, the way their ancestors

did, with total contempt for the
ules of modem warfare. The
peasants fought with the only
weapons they could master;
spears, arrows and machetes.
They believed that magic ritu-
als made them unvulnerable. I
Mobutu's soldiers panicked, it
was mostly because they felt

- the general hostilty of a natio-

nalist people.

“They are__unvulnerable.,

Let's flee!”

A pupi on holiday winesseda

fight in Kibangula, between

Kabambare and Kasongo. Se-,
veral dozens of Mobutist sol-.

diers were taken by surprise,
during their siesta, by Mule-
fists. “By the time they stood
up and found their rifles ‘and
their cartridge-befts, the “Mu-

lele” were 400 yards away.

Then came a kind of continu-

ous. thunder. The ‘Mausers’
were firing, the machine-quns

and the automatic weapons
were shooting a hail of bulets.

But the horde was moving for- '

ward, ingxorably. The soldiers

were iring, constantly. Defying -

the bullets, the “Mulele” mo-
ved towards them, singing or
shouting “Mulele mai, Mulele
mai, Mulele”. The gendarmes
started to doubt the efficiency
of their weapons. The distance
lessened: 200 yards, 150 and
panic increasingly fook hold of
our gendarmes. A hundred
yards! Now they could see the
rebels through the smoke of
the shooling. Al kinds of gras-
ses and banana or palm le-
aves were hanging round their
waists. These grasses cover-
ed their trousers. Branches set
in their belts gave them a wild-
er and fiercer look. Their
chests and arms were covered
with animal skins.

While they were marching,
thelr head-dresses, made of
feathers and animal skins
looked ke lion's manes. Bott-

- les and packs of “dama’ (ma-

gic medicine) around their
necks and belts oscilated
hythmically with their steps.
As weapons they brandished

spears whose sharp blades

were shining because of con-
stant  sharpening.  Others

waved heavy clubs, head-

breakers. But all of them had a
machete at their belt,

The Mulele were a hundred
yards away. Very close. I gave
the soldiers the shudders.
Suddenly ~ the

rebels could be heard. There

. Was some hesitation. Then the

shooting -
" stopped. Only the songs of the

sameidea cametothemindof -

our gendarmes “They are un-

~vulnerable... Lef's flee!” (Re-

bellions au Congo Il Verha-
egen-Crisp. p.296). The war
waged by the Mulelists in

. 19641965 was indeed a

people’s war, The duty of
every revolutionary was to ta-
ke the side of the peaple while
giving  political and scientific
education to the peasants and

0 the workers, The third con-

gress of the “Union Générale
des Etudiants Congolals” took
placein October 1966. For the
first time, .this Congress ex-

“pressed the will of Congolese

ntellectuals to engage them-

selves on the road {raced by -

Man, Lenin and Mao Zedong.
However, whie they denoun-
ced the mercenaries and neo-
colonialism, they refused to
come down on the side of the
popular uprising: Mao Zedong
had already described a simi-
lar situation at the beginning of
the Chinese revolution; when
“savage” peasants struggles
started in Hunan province, the
opportunists ~ criticized ~ their
“exaggerations” While the re-
volutionaries whole-heartedly
supported this struggle of the
fundamental classes of the pe-
ople.

Endeavour towards the cre-
ation of a revolutionary poli-
tical leadership.

Thesstrength of the 1964 popu-
lar movement was the commit-
ment of wide masses of wor-
ers and peasants tothe strug-

gle. lts weakness was the ab-

"



scence of a revolutionary poli-

ficat leadership.

 Mulele was ong of the few who
understood that the peasants
had to be organized and given
a political training in order to
lay a solid ground for armed
struggle. Already in August
1963 he created camps in the
forest where he trained cadres
for the- future uprising. His~
movement had a double struc-
ture: partisan camps were set
up next to each village in the
forest; in the village itself, the

* most combative people repre-
senting the masses = were
grouped in “vilage commit-
{ees”. These committees jud-
ged disputes, stimulated pro-
duction, checked supply o the

partisans and organized the

- people from the village for
weekly  poliical *education
meetings. . ,
In the East, Soumnialot had gi-
ven some training to the first
- group of fighters. A Congolese
barrister who lived two months
under the revolutionary regime
in Uvira said on November
124h 1964: “In Uvira, after two
weeks of the new regime, the
population was happier. It was
the Mulefist activists who play-
ed an essential role in this so-
cial revolution. They controlled
prices on the markets, settled
the palavers and decided pe-
nalties. Since the trucks were
only for provisioning, they
commandeered cars for public
services, gave passes and fay-
"+ oured trade with Bujumbura,
The people were working and
culivating the land -and the
Mulelists never seemedtolack
money”, (Gongo 64, p.59)
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 Thelimitationg of
revolutionary nationalism,

Inthe East, the revolutionaries’
efforts were concentrated on
the setting up of the People's
Liberation Army. In" a few

-~ months, this army moved for-"

ward over hundreds of miles

chasing the Mobutist troops. .

The latter were excellentat the
military manoeuvre called “pa-
nic-stricken flight”. In the vast
Iiverated territories no political

organization was created, This -

vacuum was filed by twotypes
of organisations; the “youths”

- spontaneous groups without

ideology of young people re-
volted by the neo-colonial or-
der, and the MNC-Lumumba,

The popular uprising gave po-
wer 1o the nationalist leaders

. who had entered the MNC-Lin

1960-1961. They had no plan
of social revolution. They did
not go beyond the fimits of re-
volutionary nafionalism. They
wanted the Congo to be gover-

‘ned by true nationalists. Well
. being would come when. Lu-

mumbists governed. The role
of the popular masses was es-
sentially to' put these good
leaders info power. People

. from all social classes could be

found, - and actually  were

. lound, behind this nationalist

flag: reactionaries using the
MNC-L in order to eliminate ri
vals; bourgeois elements like
(Gbenye and Malembe aspiring

1o power in order to develop a

national capitalism or radical
pefitourgeois fike Soumnialot
and Olenga jumping into the
revolutionary  struggle ~with
neither a program nor even a

Clear outiook.

The day of the kernel of revolu-

‘ tionaries who had been able to

lead the revoluion in Uira-Fi-
ZrBaraka -was  completely

~ over, There wasnoforce capa-

ble of training, shaping or
bringing under control the po-
pular movement that was un- -
furling,

So, all the influences, all the
trends ofthe old society tiedto
express themselves inside the
revolutionary movement, Cne
could see the development of
anarchy and lack of discipling,

 of abuses and looting, of arbi-
“traringss and corruption,

When Olengawas inKindu, he
was able to enforce a
revolutionary discipline.- Sim-
bas, arrested for stealing and
looting, were shot and the mo-
ney, the chicken or the fabrics
theyhad stolenwere displayed
on their dead bodies. When
Olenga was gone, the “bad
trends came back.

The defeat of the uprising was
the defeat of the poltical

" leadership of revolutionary

nationalism. This  ideology
showed its inability to face
neo-colonialism politically and
miltarily. After reaching the I
mits of its possibiities, the
MNC-L dispersed itself into
twenty or so poltical groups.
And nostalgia willnot put them
back together. There must co-
me & new kind of party whose
essential goal is the mobilizati-

.on, the organization and the

education of peasants and ~
workers, This is the sole
foundation for a victorious libe-
ration war. This must be a par- -

ty with a scientific thought; a

party that understands the po-

sitions of the various social

classes inthe struggle agains!
neo-coloniafism; a party that i
able to assimilate the historical

" experiences of the anti-impe-

rialist revolutions of the past.



How tolead aPeople’s
Uprisingto Defeat

During the 1964 uprising, the
brillant-victories of the Lu-

mumbist . forces carried the

germs of future defeats. Al
bertville was liberated on June
18th, Kindu on July 22nd,
Stanleyville, capital of Lumurm-
bism, on August 5th. These re-

joicing cities were to.become .-

the graveyards of the uprising.

When Mulele heard that Stan-

leyvile had been takenhe

sadly confided to his excited .
aides thatit wasvery badnews

indeed.

The revoluon was progrés-.
~sing too easily. It had the al-*

most unanimous supportof the
nationalist population and was
able to take advantage of the
spectacular collapse of Mobu-
t's  “invincible” amy. The
bourgeois” nationalist leaders
of the MNC-L like Gbenye saw

the proofof their own perspica-

city in this colapse: the narrow
poltical circles of Léapoldville
would soon have to accept the

factihat MNC-Lwouldformihe

next national government.

1t did not oceur to these lead-
rs, in the flush of their victory,
o set up or reinforce revolutio-
nary organisations among the
peasants, nor {o prepare the
masses for a long drawn-out
war and for the sacrifices de-
manded by any national, social
liberation struggle.

Ghenye - hastlly proclaimed
himself President of the Repu-
biic in"Stanleyville in the fim
conviction that  Leopoldvill
would soon have the privitege
of welcoming him in this guise.
But Stanleyville proved tobe a
terrible trap. The revolutionary
forces concentrated both therr
amy” and their  political
leadership there. They' thus
provided easy targets for the
Belgian ‘and American ool
onels, who launched atiacks

by groups of wel-rained

troops with unassailable fire-
power to seek out he careless
revolutionaries.

The two attacks on Bukavu

War tactics in the Congo were
traditionally those of aftacks in

compact mass formation. The .
~ lpaders' ambition fo have a

“real” army incited them to

" lump the fighters together. in
on huge battation. ftwasthus
that the nucleus of the Peop-
le's Liberation Army was shat-
_teredinthe course of twomis-

quiced attacks on Bukavu. The
first battle took place between
August 14th and 21st. Eight -
hundred guerillas were t0 en-

ferthe city by stealth and liber-

“ate it from the inside; at the

. same time a column of a thou-

sand fighters was o attack the -
 Mobutist garrison. However,

the revolutionaries had neither
the technical means nor the
necessary experience to co-
ordinate such complex opere-

. tions, - \

On August 15th the Mobutist
troops noticed the querillas .

‘coming into the-clty in fitle -

groups. The result was a mas-
sacre. The. column led by

- - Olenga attacked and occupied
Ahe ity on August 18th. His ~

units then spread out into the
clty. Incapable of mustering his
troops againor fixing priority
targets, Olenga watched his
men fall to the quns of merce-
naries and white setflers. The
refreat was chaos: every man
for himsel. For three days Mu-
(amba's troops hunted out and
kiled those: revolutionaries
who were unable to flee the ci-
.
One lesson, however, was not
enough: the second attack
was even more disastrous.
September 29th: Olenga col-
fected all his best equipment:
forty lorries, twomachine-guns
mounted on jeeps, mortars,
grenade-guns . against - ar-
moured - cars. and automatic
weapons.. All of which could
have been put to very good
use by guerillas, butwaslostin
this poor imitation of regular
warfare. Only half the two
thousand fighters survived this
fiasco. ...

~ The colum, oo sy and oo
“visible, was bombed by four T-
. 28 planes before fallinginto an

ambush, professionaly laid by

white mercenaries. The Mule-
fst leaders were not lackingin - -
bravery. They had, however, ..
received no poliical education

in the experience of victorious
liberation wrs. ‘
Guerilla warfare can be carried

on only when the  poltical -
consciousness -~ and- "
organisation of the people has

reached acertain point, Gueri-

* las must train by faking partin
- any number of small-scale ar-.
“med attacks. They must aimat
" victories that-are within their
- reach and then go all outto

achieve them. It is only when
polical and miltary conditions
are favourable that the setiing

“up of larger armed detach-
* ments can be considered. By
~ leaving out these -essential -
“steps the- Mulefists  were -
~doomed to defeat, in spite of - -
.~ their courage and the support”
- of the peasant and working- -

class masses.
the Simbas for the sole type of

warlare where they had. a
chance of success.

" “Wonderfullquerilla_coun- ~

The leaders of the revolution - -
had no strategic conception of
©, guerila wartare, of people’s

*warfare and they did not train

From Seplember on, Vande- .

walle was openly preparing his
expedition to Kamina: Gbenye
and Olenga knew where the
attack would come from and
the form it would take but they
were unable to work out amill
tary strategy capable of coun-
ternglt.

In his memoirs Vandewalle re-
counts: -

“No effective counter-mea-
sure, easy enough over a dis-

tance of 1000 miles, was taken

o stop the advance. Not a
bridge, not a ferry was de-
stroyed. We found allthe shel-
ters of the munitions depot on
Stanleyville’s left bank intact.
The were crammed with pro-
jectles of all kinds, and explo-
gives, including mines.” (Om-
megang, p. 259)
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Jean Kestergat, reporter with
“La Libre Belgique” (Conser-
vative Catholic daily) took part
in Vandewalle's march from
Kindu to Stanleyville, He wri-
les:

“The road wound through the
forest, plunged down owards
the rivers, climbed up steep
slopes. The seventy Lima |
vehicules advanced at a fair
speed. It would have been
wonderful querila country.

If the rebels had wanted to,
they could have stopped- us
with no difficulty. We had to
cross countless wooden brid-
ges that the road approached
with snake-lie caution. Blow-
ing up a bridge with a handgre-
nade, setting a bazooka at the
first bend, waiting for the con-
voy, destraying an enemy lor-
1y, then quickly disappearing
and beginning the operation all
over again-af the next bridge
would have been child's play
for well-organised - querilas
with a minimum of audaciy.
But the enerny was not well-or-
ganised.” (Congo '64, p.375)

.given revolutionary
leadership

In spite of the lack of miltary
leadership the fighters them-
selves devised policies in so-
me places.

On November 20th they orga-
nised an ambush sixty miles
from Kambare. Two mercena-
ries and thirly Mobutists were
killed and the Belgian leader of
the Papa column, André Pro-
fin, seriously injured.

On December 20th Major Gé-
nis and Lieutenant Glorieux

were. killed in an ambush on
the outskirts of Paulis. In *Le
Soir" of October 28th, 1964,
Jacques Cordy had observed
thatin certain places revolutio-
naries were already operating
in groups of 15t 20 men, that
they were well-disciplined,
knew how to use automatic
hand-guns and had adopted a

ment.

Al this shows that genuingly
*revolutionary political feader
ship was the only thing to

transform the will to freedom

* inlo -a people’s war which
would have made of the Congo -

a second Vietnam for the for-
ces of imperialism.

% .. we used white hostages

for abit of blackmail,.”

On November 18th 10.000 de-

- monstrators, made furious by -
the bombings, demanded radi-

cal measures against the mer-
cenaries.

Ghenyetried to calm them with
a sickeningly parfiamentarian
speech: “Mr.Jomo Kenyattais

" aiming at negotiating with the

American Govermment with a
view to finding - common
ground for a possible exchan-
ge of prisoners of war and an
endto US delivery of ams and
mercenaries to Tshombe's go-
vermment, | propose that you

postpone the execution of the
mercenary, Paul Carlson, for

four days."

The "policy" of taking hos-
tages revealed the false radi-
calism of the bourgeois natio-
nalists. t was wonderfully use-
ful in the ~hate-campaign

policy of systematic harass-

against the blacks, which the -
imperialists used to prepare
public opinion for miltary inte-
vention. Inadditionit canalised
the masses’ wil to fight to-
wards absurd aims fike the
execution of a few Belgians
and Americans. Gbenye spre-
ad the ilusion that imperialism
would give way to this biuff,

The same day (November
18th) Kindu was occupied by
Vandewalle's army. 10,000
pariols, burning with the de-
sire to avenge their dead, re-
ported to thelr leaders, The le-

* adersshould have cared about

only one thing: training.these

thousands of Lumumbists for = |

guerila warfare, for people's
resistance {0 the rapidy ad- .~
vancing mercenaries. -

Whenthe Belgian commandos
were dropped on Stanleyville,

Ghenye and other opportunist

leaders deserted and fled
abroad. The people of Stanley- *
ville and the area roundabout
took partin spontaneous quer- -
fla fighting that fasted almost
two years. There were persis-
tant rumours about Gbenye's
betrayal. In “Le Monde" of Ja-
nuary 1st 1966 Jean Ziegler
wiote: ’

‘it now seems cern that

Christophe Gbenye, president
of the rebel govermment, was,
captured by a National Army
unit shorlly atter the dropping
of Belgian paratroopers on .

- Stanleyville. Gbenye was im-

mediately released and led to
the Uganda border under an
escort of Congolese soldiers
belonging to the battalion of

. Léonard Mulamba."



Gbenye : The Ambition

which stifled a Revolution

InJuly 1963, Piere Mulelere-

urned secretly to the Congo,
convinced that only a people’s
war could free the country from
neo-colonial domination.  In
discussing his plans with the
Lumumbist leaders, he came
" up against fierce opposition
from Christophe Ghenye, Pre-

sident of the MNC-L, the man

who fiked being called “Lu-
mumba’s spirtual heir” and

who a few months later wasto

have himself called “the un-

challenged leader of the ar-

med struggle”. Inthe mean-
time he proclaimed loudly that

Lumumba had preached non-.

violence... Mulele left for the
province of Kwilu, followed by
' handlul -of  genuine
revolutionaries. Ina small villa-
ge neardiofa, five men metto
create the National Council of
Liberation (CNL): Pierre Mule-
le, Léonard Mitucidi, Thomas
Mukwidi, Félix Mukulubundu,
and Théodore Benguila. Muk-
widi was sent to visit the diffe-
rent provinces of the Congo in
order o create secret cells; Mi-
{udidi wasinstructed to contact
the governments and the
peoples of Africa.

Léopoldville was witnessing -

the triumphal march of neo-
colo nialism. On September
291h, 1963, Kasa-Vubu dissol-
ved Parliament and the Lu-
mumbist leaders were arres-
ted. In spite of himself Gbenye
was now stuck in the revolutio-
nary cam. In order fo become
Prime Minister he was thus ob-
liged to make a defourin Mule-
Ie's company. On October 3rd,
Ghenye and Mukwidi signed
the CNL Manifesto, which
bears the imprint of Ghenye’s
ambiions; “The CNL pro-
claims the immidiate setting-
up of a Provisional Govern-
ment of Public Safety, compo-
sed of national, honest and
competent elements. This Go-
vemment wil have as its sole
task the preparation of parl-
amentary elections to be held
in four months fime.” (Congo
'63,p.234)

Qbenye had no revolutionary
intentions whatever: he cared
only about becoming Prime
Minister and believed only in
parliamentary government,

Reoluion . Opporturism

On Aprl 15th 1964 the ONL
published its “Action Program-
me”, which, as far as its politi

~ cal and ideological contents

went, was streets ahead of any
other ploitical document org-

naling in the Congo. To -
achieve that level of clear,

revolutionary reasoning, ho-
wever, citizen Gbenye had first
o be got rid of. The discus-
sions about the programme
dragged on from October 1963
to January 1964 to end in bre-
aking-point.

What were the principal points

of disagreement? The leaders

of the-African Solidary Party
(PSA), grouped round Pierre
Mulele, had traced a revolu-
tionary way from July 1963 on.
They wanted to guarantee the
revolutionary character of both
the programme and the orga-
nisation of the CNL.

Gbenye, who viewed the
MNC-L as his personal proper-
ty, was of the opinion Ifiat the
leadership should fall-to "the
glorious party of the martyr Pa-
frice-Eméry  Lumumba, the
MNC-L", in other words to him,
(Gbenye and his henchmen,
The PSA leaders declared that
a revolutionary fine could
emerge only as aresultof self
crifiism of the opportunism
which had so ravaged the Lu-
mumbist ranks since 1961,
(benye was opposed. The re-
volutionaries who knew about
Gbenye's past well under-
stood why he refused.

In 1959 Patrice Lumumba had
acquired immense popularity
in Stanleywill, in spite of being
a “foreigner”. . Gbenye, who
came from Stanlgyvile, consi-
dered the town to be s fief
He saw Lumumba's triumphas

apersonalinsut, Inhis ribalis- -

tic mind a secret hatred of the
intruder began to take root,

In 1959, when the colonisers
wanted to get rid of Lumumba
by sending him to prison for
“embezzlement’, Gbenye was
the main witness for the prose-
cution. After Lumumba was
assassinated by the coalfion
of neo-colonialist forces who
wentby the name of Tshomb,
Munongo, Mobutu, Kasa-Vu-

! 'bu and Adou[a, 1He légal Go-

vernment withdrew to Stanley-
villa underthe leadership of Gi-
26nga.

Reconciliation with
Lumumba’s assassing

Only a few months later the

Gbenyes agreed to be recon-,

ciled to the assasins and on

August 2nd 1961 Ghenye be-

came Minister of the nterior i

the Adoula Government, Gi-

but
wed himself to be boxed in in
the same Govemment. When
he tried to withdraw, vengean-
¢¢ fell on his head: on January

13th 1962 Adoula orcred his .

arrest, armest countersigned by
the Minister of the Interior,
Ghenye...

Mulle had thus few ilusions
about Ghenye's revolutionary

capabilies, On April 16th,.
1964, after the spit, Gbenye -

wastowrite: “Wehave norela-

zen%a,‘an honest nationalist -
ardly perspicacious, allo-

fions with the communists, -

whosver they are."

This instinctive aversion for re-
volutionaries had its counter-
part in a propensity for coun-
ter-revolutionaries. - Gbenye,
spirtual heir of Lumumba, ap-

proached Tshombé, the real

assassin of Lumumba, with a
view:to reconciliation. The re-
sultwas & document signedin
Madrd on February 23rd
1064:

“Considering that there are
good reasons... o restore an
atmosphere of trust, security
and mutual understanding.
We, the CNL.. and Mr, Tshom-
bé, General President of the

Conakat.., have decided.. o -

form a revolutionary Govern-
ment immediately charged
with setting up national insttu-
tions... (Congo 64, p.137)

Once again Gbenye was ina

hurry to become a Govem-

ment Minister. He presented
Tshombé, Lumumba's assas-
sin, as frustworthy and even a
possible future Minister, And
when Tshombe pushed the jo-
ke to the point of setfing him-
self up in judgement of Lu-
mumba’s assassins, Gbenye
applauded and declared: “M.
Tshombe has just penly de-

]



nounced the responsabilty of
Mr. Adoula in the death of Pa-

p4)

The shameful light
of Ghenye

As early as February 1964,
members of the MNC-L had
been waging amed strugglein
the Eastern Congo. Their pre-
sident, Gbenye, quietly stayed
abroad untl August 23rd. Be-
fore comingto Stanleyvilleasa

liberator, he made a secret vi--

sit to Brussels.. On August
22nd, Gbenye had two conver-
sations with Spaak in the Ar-
denne hills in Belgium. Spaak
Quickly summed him up: Gbe-
nye was a man who could be
bought.

“He appeared to be neither -
felligent nor shrewd (.) Buthe
seemedtobe wilingtolistento
advice and able to be brought
round fo-sane conceptions,”
(Spaak quoted by Vandewalle,
Ommegang p.105) Colonel

Vandewalle remarks on the

same page: “Before leaving
Brussels, Gbenye had a mee-
" ting with a ClA-man, Mr, Dev-
lin, who had represented US
secret services in Leopoldville
in 1960. He was to go back
therein 1964."

As soon as he amived in Stan-
leyville and without consulfing
the fighters of Kwitu nor those
of Northern Katanga, Gbneye
hastiy proclaimed himself Pre-

sident of the People's Repu- -

blic.

Once President, Gbenye wan-
ted to be the only sun in the
sky. He gave orders that the
CNL the united front of natio-
nalist parties which werg orga-
nising and politcising the mas-
565, was no longer to be men
fioned. Soumialot, unwiling to

1

trice Lumumba." (Congo ‘64, -

\

commit suicide, opposed the
order. The position was pa-
tiently re-explained to him;
“Since a people’s Government
has besn set up and exercises
power in the Liberated areas,
talking about a National Coun-
o of Liberation in these areas
would mean slowing up the ac-
ual course of events.” (Congo
'84,p.300) '

When the Belgian para-
roopers jumped on Stanley-
vile, Ghenye shamefull fled.
In April 1965 there was a con-
ference of all the revolutionary

leadersin Cairo. Gbenye, sure .

the others would almost unan-
mausly vote against him, dec-

ded to boyott the conference .

in orderto safeguard his title as
unchallenged leader and Pre-
sident of the People’s Repu-
bic...

Afew months later, tis Preg-

dent was to prosfitute himself -

in the rich residenfial area,
saying: _
“Calm and political stability wil

be impossible inthe Congoas -
long as the imperialsts do not -
understand that only the natio- -
nalists are capable of control-:

ling the Congolese people.”
“The revolution is not against
financiers nor against foreig-
ners who have invested in the

~Congo.” (19th October 1965,

Congo '65, p.198)

The dillma of the patrioic

bourgeoisie

- The fall of Gbenye meant the
end of a historical period. Na- -

fionalism, supported as it was
by all social classes, could guir

detherevolution aslong asthe
main question was to drive out
the colonisers. The MNC-L

had accomplished this task,

Butwhen the MNC-L, with this -
.~ same programme, wanted to

lead a genuine people's revo-
lution against neo-colonialism,
they headed for disaster, The
economic programme of the
MNG-L was clearly condensed
in the phrase: “The wealth of

. the Congo must be used for

the benefit of the people of the
Congo and not for that of un-

sorupulous foreigners whose -

sole aim is to spoliate the
wealth ofthe Congo” (Congrés
provinciat Bukavu. Congo 63,
p2ee) -

This was the programme
which enabled the genuinely

- nationalist  bourgeoisie -

whose economic base was in
factweak- lofight againstneo-

colonialism, The experience of -

1964-1985 had shown thatim-
perialism could only be de-

stroyedbyalong people's war, -

which would be able to mobili
se andorganise the entire wor-
king and peasant classes .as
well as patriotic intellectuels.
The patriofic bourgeoisie had
neither the programme, nor
the organisation, nor the stra-

f

fegy necessary to accomplish-

this kind of revolution, The

bourgeoisie had fundamental - -

contradictions with the’ wor-
kers andthe peasants and was
therefore unable to mobiise
them completely. Part of this
bourgeoisie was continuously
faced with the dilemma: was it

not possible to get rich quicker -

and sooner by making a deal
with one or olher of the impe-
rialist forces? The opportu-
nism and capitulation of Gbe-
nye were the expression of the
position of an' entire social

class which found itself at the -

head-of a people's revolution
only o be completely out
stripped by the movement,



Those who painted Marxism

Belgium had not only seized
Congolese temitory, she had
also colonised the minds of
Congolese people. Unti 1959
Belgium had managed to a-
void-all contact between the
“advanced” Congolese  and
socialist and revolutionary ide-
as, Malula, a kind of NGO in
the  colonial  refigious
hierarchy, attacked Marxismin
1960 for being an imported

ideology, incompaible withthe

deep-rooted realities of the

Bantu soul. The white setters,
who had eagerly impored -

everything that made the mis-
fortunes of the blacks - from
slavery to racism and econ-
omic exploitation - now furiou-
sly attacked an ideclogy quali
fied withthe nsuling word “im-
ported”. That was enough to

arouse the interests of the ge- .

nuing nationalists. . - -

Pierre Mulele was the first
Congolese leader, as early as
1960, fo send young people to
Europe and China fo get to
know revolutionary socialist
hought. It was to the extent
that revolutionary nationalism
of the MNC-L kind revealed it

self more and more clearlyto .*

be incapable of leading a pao-
ple's revolution against neo-

colonialism that there appear- -
" ed Itle groups of cadres

everywhere- who were taking
to Mandism-Leninism, the only
doctrine capable of facing the
problems brought about by im-
perialism. - .

Political Education in Gam-
bona.

When Mulele came back from
Chinain July 1963 hegathered
round him some ten revolu-
tionary leaders inspired by
Marxism-Leninism. Felix Mu-
kulubundu was {o be in charge
of organising education in the
camps Situated inCongo-
Brazzaville. “les Cahiers de
. Gambona” (Notebooks from
Gambona) published by the
CRISP, contain notes taking
during these educational mee-

fings. The character of the re-

volution was already clearly
defined: “Struggle against im-
perialismis the basic, Ihe cen-

tral task of the revolution, but
we should also note that the
democratic revolution must not
be sacrificed even i it remains

of secondary importance. We |

have to fink them together, we
have to bring about a National
Democratic - Revolution.”
(p.14) The revolution was to be
directed against imperialism
and against those black winds-
creens who masked the domi-

nation of international capita-
lism. “The bigbourgeisie, cal-

led bureaucratic or comprador
bourgeoisie, gets its wealth
from the state-apparatus (high
goverment officials and politi

cians) or else from trade with

foreign ~ capitalists or from
posts in the administration of
imperialist businesses.” (p.17)
The "Cahiers” indicate the ne-
cessily of creating a Mandist-
Leninist party; they declare

. thatthe peasants form the fun- -
damental mass of the revolu- -

fionary forces and the working-
class thei leading force.

The most original part is dedi-
cated o crilicism of trbafism
and individualism, two evils
which “caused . considerable
damage to-the revolution of
1984, “Imperialism and.neo-
colonialism- continuously fan
hatred and rivalty between

tribes. One moment they tell -
the members of one tribe: you -
outnumber the others, youare .

richer, it's up to you to lead the
Congo. The next they chant o
the others: You are more intel-
ligent, you should be leading
the country.” “The struggle
against trbalism demands the
following- poltical measures;
struggle against imperialism
and neo-colonialsm - beside
which tribalism constitutes on-
ly a secondary enemy; so pri-
ority has to be given fo the
struggle against allforms offo-
reign domination and oppres-
sion. But at the same tim the
struggle for real recognition of
all civil rights and public liber-
tigs for all citizens, whatever
tribe they belong to." The do-

- cument stresses that only the

assimilation and the strict ap-
plication of Marxist-Leninist

. party rules could ever elimin-

ate that terrible disease called

inthe Heart of Africa

out-and-out  individualism.
“The - struggle for influence
mainly consists of using all
possible means to build up on-
e's reputation and establish
one's prestige and authority at
the expense of others and in
contempt of truth and justice,
In poliical organisations the -
struggle forinfluenceis usedto
get or maintain a leading posi-
fion or to establish and streng-
then personal power." (p.53,
54, 57). The “Cahiers” reveal
the efforts made by the first ge-
neration of revolutionaries 1o
acquire the basics of the the-
ory of scientific socialism.
These texts were, inevitably,
often far too general: the prin-
ciples and methods of Mar-
xism had firstto be assimilated
Defore they could be finked to
day-to-day revolutionary prac-
fice in the Congo.

The UGEC, from Mao to Mo-
buty

Certain declarations of the
Genral Union of Congolese
Students (UGEC) also bore
witness to the growing influen-
ce of Marxism. The Third Gon-
gress of the UGEC, held in
1966, remarked:

‘National ~ iberation  move-
ments carry the germs of the i
nal triumph of scientific socia-
lism over capitalism intheir bo-
soms; they confirm the right-
ness and the scientifique accu-
racy of historical materialism
conceived and worked out by
Marx and Engels, verified and
enriched by Lenin, Stalin and
Mao Tse Tung in the light of
praice." Unfortunately this last
light was not shining on the
leaders of the UGEC: they did
not recognize the revolution-
ary role of the peasants and
the working masses and stood
apart from the people’s up-
rising, with the result that they
were unable to grasp the real,
pratical signiicance of Mar-
vism-Leninism, to which they
claimed to adhere. Prisoners
of their typically petty-bourge-
0is hesttations, most of the
leaders went over to Mobutu's
side.




Léonard Mitudidi

Léonard Mitudidi was one of -
the first Congolese intellectu-
als to commit himself resolute-
ly to the revolution. He saved
the honour of Congolese stu-

dents at the moment the great - -

majority of them were openly-
selling themselves to Belgian

and American imperialism. At -~

the end of 1960, at the same
time that the Bombokos were
offering their services to Mobu-

tu, Léonard Mitudidi, then a
-.student atthe Sorbonne, came
to Stanleyville in order to join:

“the Lumumbist forces. In. Au-

t

gust 1963 he helped Mulele -

form the first group of partisans -

-in Kwilu province. In 1964 Mu-

lele sent him to the East where °
he became Chief of General
Staff to the troops commanded

by Kabila. While there he was - .

tireless in his propaganda for
Marxist ideas. At the Confe-
rence of the National Liberati-

on Council in Cairo-in April
- 1963 he played an important
role in maintaining the unity of -~

the movement and neutrali-
sing the baleful influence of the
Gbenye group. On -7 June
1965 at the age of 30 Léonard
Mitudidi was killed in a-ship-

yika.

L’Eclalr (“The Flash of L:qht-

ning”) and the PRP

The newspaper “L’Eclair” was

published abroad from1965to .~
1968 . by Congolese revolu-

tionary students. Its aimwas to .

. contribute to the construction

- peasants,
-students, firmly united with the . .
popular masses in their day-to- -
day practice, must pursue the -
aim of arming themselves with .-

" -Marxist-Leninist  theory and -

. practice, being liriked to the
‘people and exercising self-cri- -

of the Party. “Revolutionary - ‘

cadres and fighters, workers,
intellectuals and

ping accidenton Lake Tangan- o

tism. They should constitute
small :vanguard groups- com-

posed of elements totally dedi-

- " cated to revolution and to the
people and with an absolutely

unified point of view on the li-

beration of the Congolese .

people through armed struggle

as the principal form of strug-' -
oo gle.” (*LEclair’ n 12, April
s 71967) On 24 December 1967
Laurent Kabila and his com-

rades of the Eastern Front cre-

ated the Marxist-Leninist inspi- -
red 'Party of People’s Revolu-.

tion :(PRP). Gabriel” Yumbu,
who had stood by Lumumba

and Mulele from 1858 on, one
of the most remarkable le-
aders of the 1964 uprising, be-
came vice-president. " On 7

May 1973 the secret services

of the Mobutist Embassy in
Dar-Es-Salaam, directed " by
llangwa-E-Yoka, =

him.:

' The Mulelists’self-criticism

and evaluation of three ye-
: ars of struggle :

On 3 October 1966 the Muiele

united front published an eva-
luation of three years of strug-. - -
gle. It contained:a thorough: -

. self-criticism,  an’ exceptlonal :
“eventin the Congc ‘
““The first fundamental cause’
“of our successive failures lies
in the fact that we did not mobi- -

lise or orgamse the people suf-
ficiently”.

“We must first go to the peop-
le, live.with them and fight al-
ongssde them in order to know
their -problems, their difficul-

ties, their demands, as well as *
to make a thorough enquiry in--

to their ‘lives. Only after this

work isdonecanwedrawupa
- programme and launch the po-

licy keynotes which transiate

the objectlve realmes of our-

country.”

“The ' second fundamental
cause of our failures was the
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- arrested -
Yumbu on a train 65 miles from
Dar-Es-Salaam’ and murdered‘

absence of an organisation

and of a unified and homoge-

“neous leading core, real
“vanguard of our liberation

struggle, totally dedicated to
the cause of the revolution and
sincerely attached to the inte-

.. rests of the people.”

“It is not possible for us to win

easily and rapidly. It is impor- - '

tant_we should have a clear

* view of this problem; otherwise

we run the risk of making seri-

" “ous strategic and tactical mis--

takes. We cannot sumply lighta
straw fire.” -

“The problem of the cadres,
which was posed in-an acute

‘way, was the third cause of our

temporary failure. We stub-

"bornly . .'go - on . with . our

revolut:onary sight-seeing,
running round the capitals of
the world, when the triumph of

- the revolut:on rests entirely up-

on the practical work of the ca-
dres inside the country, mobili-
smg and organising the peop—
le
“It is lmportant to pay serious

. attention to worker and student

organisations which form the .

. vanguard of the struggle of the

masses in the towns. Since

-this - problem did not receive
. ~enough attention from us, it be-
~.-came the fourth cause of our
. failure. "'An. armed struggle

“"which is not sustained by nor

combined with political strug-
gle in the towns and in the re-

. gions occupied by the enemy

is usually bound to fail.”
At the end of the insurrectional
movement of 1966 itwas clear

that all over the country small -

groups of fighters were putting
forward the question of the for-
mation - of a Marxist-Leninist
party. But the revolutionary for-

ces were already too exhaus-
ted. The task was not accom-
plished. ‘From now on, how-
ever, the task is facing the next

- “generation of revolutionaries.

(1) L."Ommegang. Vandewalle,
collection temo:gnage ajru ain,
pages

224,216,146, 24? 4?8 201, Ii()
204.

(2} Les nouveaux mercendires,
ed. France Empire; p 14,120,
(3) Congo 1965, page 457.




